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Host Family Application  
Winter 2008  

 

 

            

Area Team/Chapter Name State 

            

High School Name Local Volunteer Responsible for this Placement 

            

AFS Participant’s Name Country of Origin 

 
 
 
 
 

Please attach a recent photograph of your 
family. Additional photos of family and home 
are most welcome and will be seen by the 

participant. Date and identify all photos with 
names of individuals and home address to 
insure against loss if photos get separated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Picture Identification (left to right) 

      

Host Family Name 
 

 
We are applying to host:  A STUDENT  A TEACHER 
   for a full year    for a full year 
  for a semester   for a semester 
  as a welcome family   as a welcome family 
   as a replacement family   as a replacement family 
 
 
 
Program Starting:              
 Month Year Date received at Admissions Center: 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Host Family Application Instructions  
 

 
Congratulations on your decision to host an AFS Student from another country! We hope this will be a richly rewarding experience for all of you, your 
family and friends. Completing the AFS Host Family Application is an important step. The information will serve two purposes: to help ensure an 
appropriate placement and to introduce your family to your AFS son or daughter, allowing him or her to get a first impression of what to expect as a 
member of your family. We must have a complete application before we can place an AFS student in your home, so please return all of the forms to the 
AFS Admissions Center or your local AFS volunteer prior to your student’s scheduled arrival in the U.S. or your home. Be sure to keep a copy for your 
records. 
 
FORMS TO BE COMPLETED BY THE HOST FAMILY 
 
   Application Cover 
   Form A: Host Family Information 
   Form B: Introduction to Family and Community 
  Form C: Parent’s Statement and Reference Contact 
  Form F: Host Family Agreement 
  3 Host Family Reference Forms - Please give these pages to three people who can attest to your suitability to 
  be an AFS host family. 
   Family Photographs - If you would like, please include extra pictures on an additional page, which will be forwarded to your student. 
 
 It is understood that in the course of its determining the suitability of any candidates for host parenting, AFS-USA may seek relevant 
 information through a criminal background check by a reputable firm. This background check will be free of charge to the candidate. 
 
FORMS TO BE RETAINED BY THE HOST FAMILY 
 
  Copy of Form F: Host Family Agreement 
   U.S. State Department Code of Federal Regulations 
 
FORMS TO BE COMPLETED BY AN AFS VOLUNTEER 
 
   Form D: Host Family Interview 
  Form E: School Information 
  School Placement Acceptance Form 
  Submit liaison information to Admissions via mail, email, or AFS Online 
 
FORMS REQUIRED FOR REPEAT HOST FAMILIES 
 Use the following chart to determine what forms are necessary for a past host family to “reactivate ” their application for hosting in 2007. 
 

Family Hosted In:  2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Can Re-use Nothing Nothing 
Form A 
Form B 
Form E 

Form A 
Form B 
Form E 

Form A 
Form B 
Form E 
2 References 

Must Re-submit All forms All forms 

Form C 
Form D (Interview) 
PAF 
Form F (Agreement) 
2 References 

Form C 
Form D (Interview) 
PAF 
Form F (Agreement) 
2 References 

Form C 
Form D (Interview) 
PAF 
Form F (Agreement) 

 
In Sum: A host family may only re-use forms A, B, a nd E, and these only if the original is less than t hree years old. Please be sure, 
however, that new photos are submitted, as the orig inals will have long since been sent to the hosted student that received the 
application when it was first filled out. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOUBLE PLACEMENTS (HOSTING TWO EXC HANGE STUDENTS AT ONE TIME) 
 

For families wishing to host more than one exchange student at the same time (through AFS or through AFS and another program) 
the following paperwork must be submitted: 

 Letter from the local high school on high school letterhead (obtained by the local volunteer) 
  Letter from the host family (obtained by the local volunteer) 
 Letter from the natural parents (obtained by AFS Admissions) 

 
These letters must have specific wording. Please contact your Admissions Advisor for templates for the high school and host family letter or 
download them from AFS Online (library, keyword: “double placement forms”). Double placements must be approved by the US Department 
of State prior to the second student moving into the home. Therefore, it is important to submit these complete forms approximately two weeks 
before the second student moves into the home. 

NOTE: Students from Austria may not be placed in double placements, nor may students who speak the same native language. 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Form A: Host Family Introduction  
To be completed by host family. Please type or prin t in black ink.  

This form will be shared with the participant and h is/her natural family.  
 

 
                  
Area Team/Chapter High School Name State 
                              
Host Parent #1 Last Name First Name Middle Initial Occupation Employer 
                              
Host Parent #2 Last Name First Name Middle Initial Occupation Employer 
                        
Home Address (mail address as require for home delivery  City State Zip Code 
                        
Home Phone Fax Host Parent #1  Work Phone Host Parent #1 Mobile Phone 
                  
Email Host Parent #2 Work Phone Host Parent #2 Mobile Phone 

 
FAMILY MEMBERS/OTHERS RESIDING IN THE HOME 

List ALL household members, including host parents                       Living at Home?                        Birthdate 
name and middle initial, beginning with parents       Relationship             (circle) **                       (required field)                                Country of Birth 

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

            Yes  No  Month       Day      Year             

           ** Children away at school or the majority of the year should be listed as “no” 

PLACEMENT INFORMATION: 
1. Religious affiliation or preference:         How often do you attend services?  weekly  monthly  occasionally never 

 Please comment about hosting a participant with a different or no religious affiliation:        

2. Is your family willing to host a  male  female  no preference?  Due to family structure and housing we cannot host a  female  male. 

3. Will the participant share a bedroom?  yes   no   If yes, with whom?        (Participant must have a bed of his/her own) 

4. Does anyone in the family smoke?  yes   no 

 What are your feelings about a participant who smokes?  no problem  okay if outside home  prefer not  strongly object 

5. Do you have any pets?  yes  no If yes, what kind?         indoor  outdoor 

6. What language is spoken in the home?        What other languages are known by family members?                             

7. Has your family ever hosted on the AFS program?  yes  no    From which country(ies)?        Year(s)?      

  Has a family member ever been on an AFS program?  yes   no 

  Name       Program       Year       Country       

STATISTICAL DATA: 
This information will be used for monitoring and tracking purposes and will not be considered in our decision about you being a host family for an AFS Participant. You are not 
required to respond; however, it would be very helpful if you did. Please check the box or boxes that correspond to the background of your family: African American or Black 

American Indian Alaskan Native Asian Caucasian Hispanic or Latino Pacific Islander _Native Hawaiian Other (please specify)       
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Form B: Introduction to Host Family and Community  
To be completed by host family. Please type or prin t in black ink.  

This form will be shared with the participant and h is/her natural family.  
 

 
COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
1. Community Name        Population       

  Check the box which describes your area of residence  urban  suburban  small town  rural area 

  Distance from home to school       Mode of transportation to school       

2. Closest larger community        Population       Distance       

3. Describe your community, including, social and economic characteristics, ethnic makeup, availability of public transportation, etc. 
 List any websites the student could visit to learn more information about your community. 
       

HOME ENVIRONMENT 
You may attach a separate sheet of paper with the answer to these questions if you wish. 

1. Describe your neighborhood and home in as much detail as possible, including any recreational facilities available. Indicate whether 
 the student would have easy access to musical instruments, computers, sports facilities, etc. 
       

2. Please describe each family member (including yourself) as to personality, interests, etc. 

       

 

3. Describe a typical weekday and weekend in your family. 

       

 

4. What type of chores do you expect family members to help with around the house? 

       

5. Do you have non-negotiable rules in your household (such as curfew limits on computer use, etc.)? 

       

6. Does any member of your family have a dietary restriction (such as vegetarianism)? If so, please give details. 

       

7. Name(s) and year(s) in school of any of your children attending the same high school as the AFS participant next year: 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Form C: Parent’s Statement and Reference Contact  
To be completed by host family. Host Family and vol unteer, please review the 
information on this form. Any information on this f orm that your student needs 
to know before arrival should be included on Form B . Please type or print in 
black ink. This form will not  be shared with the participant nor his/her natural  
family.  

 
 
FAMILY INFORMATION: 

1. Have there been any recent major changes (separation, divorce, serious illness, death) in your family circumstances? 
 Please briefly describe the change(s), the impact on each family member. 
       
 
 
 

2. Are divorced or separated? Please indicate how often the children have contact with the other household and how this 
 will impact the hosted student.       
  
 

3. Does any family member or other person living in the home have a serious illness or chronic condition?   yes  no 

4. Has any family member received professional counseling within the past five years?   yes  no 
If yes to question 3 and/or 4, please attach a brief explanation describing how the situation affects the family members’ 
everyday lives, the dates of the illness/ treatment, and if the family member is currently in stable condition.       

5. Has any family member or anyone else living in the home ever been convicted of a crime?   yes  no 
 If yes, please attach a brief explanation which gives date, reason for conviction, and outcome.       

6. Has any family member ever had his/her driver’s license suspended or revoked?   yes  no 
 If yes, please attach a brief explanation which gives date license was revoked, reason, and date of reinstatement.       

REFERENCE INFORMATION: 

I plan to give my personal reference pages to: 

Name        Name        

Email        Email        

Address        Address        

City/State/Zip        City/State/Zip        

Phone        Phone        
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Form F  
Host Family Agreement  

 
 
The purpose of this agreement is to fully inform host family members of their rights and responsibilities as an AFS Host Family. 
Throughout the hosting experience, host parents are urged to call their AFS Liaison with any questions that arise. The signature 
on the bottom of the form indicates that an AFS Volunteer has explained the contents of the agreement to you. A copy of this 
agreement should be kept for your records. 

AGREEMENT: HOST FAMILY RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Our family agrees to host an AFS Exchange Participant. We have had an interview with an AFS representative and at that time 
received the U.S. State Department Code of Federal Regulations Title 22 Part 62—Exchange Visitor Program. Additionally all 
members of the household 18 and over will complete a criminal background check per such regulations. 

As a host family, we have a right to: 

   1. Expect the AFS Participant to be a full family member inasmuch as it is possible. 
   2.  Be assigned an AFS Liaison who will be in regular contact with us and with our 
    participant to monitor progress. 
   3.  Contact the AFS Liaison for help with adjustment issues. 

4. Have access to AFS Staff through a 24-hour emergency number. 

As a host family, we agree to: 

 1. Provide a safe and nurturing environment, and treat the participant as a member of our family. 
 2. Provide the participant with his or her own bed. 
 3. Provide the participant with meals (including lunches and meals eaten as a family in restaurants). 
 4. Provide access to a fully functioning telephone in your home that the student may use in the event 
  of an emergency. 
 5. Accept basic, everyday expenses incurred by having the participant in our home. 
 6. Ensure that the participant has transportation to and from school. 
 7. Ensure that the participant attends and takes full part in AFS activities and orientations 
  during the exchange. 
 8. Attend orientations and activities held for host families whenever possible. 
 9. Ensure that our family and our participant have contact with the AFS Liaison or other designated AFS 
  Volunteer on at least a monthly basis, as required by law, and be as flexible as possible in arranging 
  time in our schedule and that of our participant to meet with or talk with our AFS Liaison or other 
  designated AFS Volunteer. 
 10. Assist our participant in having a successful experience in school, seeking help from the AFS Liaison if the 
  participant is experiencing unusual academic difficulties. 
 11. Encourage the participant to limit communicate with home-country friends and family as recommended in 
  the AFS-USA communication guidelines stated in the Host Family Handbook. 
 12. Abide by guidelines for natural family visits and contact our AFS Liaison immediately should a natural family 
  member propose to visit the participant during the exchange period. 
 13. Always notify the AFS Liaison (or, in the event that the liaison is not available, AFS Staff or another volunteer) 
  in a timely manner for the following reasons: 
   a. If our family and/or the participant is away from home for more than 24 hours, giving contact details in 
    case of an emergency. 
   b. If serious issues arise, including but not limited to: serious illness, injury, or hospitalization; arrest or 
    detention by authorities; violation of AFS rules regarding driving, hitchhiking or use of illegal drugs; 
    potentially harmful behavior including alcohol consumption. 
   c. If we learn that our participant has had unexcused absences from school, has missed classes or is 
    having other academic problems. 
   d. If we are considering hosting any other exchange participant, even if on a temporary basis, so that 
    the U.S. State Department and the participant's natural family can be contacted for approval of 
    the double placement. 
   e. If contact from the natural family (via phone, letter, or e-mail) interferes with the participant’s 
    adaptation process. 
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Form F (continued)  
 
As a host family, we understand that: 

 1. The AFS Participant will come with spending money for optional activities or purchases during 
  the exchange period. 
 2. We are not the legal guardians of the AFS Participant. 
 3. We may sign forms for school-related activities by crossing out the words “Parent/Guardian” and writing in 
  “Host Family” to make the relationship clear. 
 4. We must obtain the signature of the natural parents or guardians in the participant’s home country for any 
  other documents requiring natural parent or legal guardian signature. 
 5. AFS has the sole responsibility for determining host family placements. 
 6. AFS will assist our family and our participant in having a successful hosting experience. However, AFS 
  Volunteers have the authority to move the participant to another family if this is in his or her best 
  interests and/or the interests of our family. 
 7. As part of their selection process, the AFS Participant and Natural Parents have agreed to AFS rules and 
  guidelines regulating participant behavior, as outlined in the Host Family Handbook. 
 8. AFS is an academic program and participants are required to attend school, complete assignments and 

abide by all school policies. 
 9. Host families and participants are not authorized to act as agents for AFS for any purpose. 
 10. AFS does not carry liability insurance for individual participants or host families and cannot be held 
  responsible for claims for damages or injuries. 
 11. AFS Participants have a right to legal representation if questioned or detained by police. In such a situation, 
  we should contact our local volunteer or AFS Staff immediately so that they can assist our participant in 
  arranging for an attorney. 
 
As a host family, we are aware of the specifics of the AFS Participant medical plan as outlined in the Host Family 
Handbook and understand that: 
  
 1. The AFS Participant is covered by the AFS Participant Medical Plan. 
 2. Claims should be submitted, preferably by the medical service provider, directly to Global Benefits as outlined 
  in the AFS Host Family Handbook. 
 3. The AFS Participant Medical Plan does not cover the following: 
   a.  non-accident-related dental care. 
   b. routine eye exams, glasses or contact lenses. 
   c.  routine physicals (including sports physicals), preventative care, and immunizations. 
   d.  pre-existing conditions. 

4. If the participant requires care as described above that is not covered by the AFS Participant Medical Plan, 
we will notify the AFS Liaison to arrange for natural family consent and payment. 

 
In signing this agreement we understand that it does not constitute either implicitly or explicitly, a binding contractual or 
personnel agreement. Please note that we cannot accept electronic signatures. 
 
 
 

                  

Print First Host Parent Name Signature Date 

                  

Print Second Host Parent Name Signature Date 

 
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 



Copyright © 2007 AFS-USA 
 

 

 

    
                   
 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Host Family/Volunteer Reference Form  
 

 
The information on this form will be kept confidential and will not be seen by the host family or volunteer applicant. You do not have to 
submit the information on this physical form, but can simply email your answers to the questions if you prefer (see contact information 
on the bottom of this form). 

AFS-USA requires that all our host families and vol unteers complete an application/registration proces s. As the second step, 
AFS-USA requires the submission of two references. As a reference, you are attesting to the host famil y or volunteer 
applicant’s suitability, commitment, interest, and skills in working with young people and/or families . 

REFERENCES CANNOT BE RELATED TO THE APPLICANT. 

PERSONAL REFERENCE REGARDING: 
This reference is being submitted for: 

 A volunteer applicant 

 A host family applicant 

 BOTH 

AFS Hosting Family or Volunteer: 
 First Name 1:          Last Name 1:       

 First Name 2:          Last Name 2:       

Name of AFS Area Team /Chapter (if known)       

Host Family or Volunteer City and State       

The above family or individual has applied to host an AFS Foreign Exchange Student or Volunteer as a representative for 
AFS Intercultural Programs/USA. Please complete the questions below. 

1.  How long have you known this applicant? 

       

2. In what capacity have you known this applicant? (as a reminder if you are related to the applicant you are not eligible as a 
reference) 

       

3. In what ways do you feel this family or individual would be a good host or volunteer for AFS-USA? 
      

4. Do you know of any reason why this family or individual should not host a foreign exchange student or be a 
volunteer working with international youth exchange? 
      

Reference First Name:                                                                                                        Reference Last Name:       

                        

Reference Address City State Zip Code 

            

Reference Phone Reference Email  

 Reference taken via phone by volunteer or staff              

                                                                                   Volunteer or staff name Date 
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
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 Family Last Name, First Name State Participant Name (if known) 

 

Host Family/Volunteer Reference Form  
 

 
The information on this form will be kept confidential and will not be seen by the host family or volunteer applicant. You do not have to 
submit the information on this physical form, but can simply email your answers to the questions if you prefer (see contact information 
on the bottom of this form). 

AFS-USA requires that all our host families and vol unteers complete an application/registration proces s. As the second step, 
AFS-USA requires the submission of two references. As a reference, you are attesting to the host famil y or volunteer 
applicant’s suitability, commitment, interest, and skills in working with young people and/or families . 

REFERENCES CANNOT BE RELATED TO THE APPLICANT. 

PERSONAL REFERENCE REGARDING: 
This reference is being submitted for: 

 A volunteer applicant 

 A host family applicant 

 BOTH 

AFS Hosting Family or Volunteer: 
 First Name 1:          Last Name 1:       

 First Name 2:          Last Name 2:       

Name of AFS Area Team /Chapter (if known)       

Host Family or Volunteer City and State       

The above family or individual has applied to host an AFS Foreign Exchange Student or Volunteer as a representative for 
AFS Intercultural Programs/USA. Please complete the questions below. 

1.  How long have you known this applicant? 

       

5. In what capacity have you known this applicant? (as a reminder if you are related to the applicant you are not eligible as a 
reference) 

       

6. In what ways do you feel this family or individual would be a good host or volunteer for AFS-USA? 
      

7. Do you know of any reason why this family or individual should not host a foreign exchange student or be a 
volunteer working with international youth exchange? 
      

Reference First Name:                                                                                                        Reference Last Name:       

                        

Reference Address City State Zip Code 

            

Reference Phone Reference Email  

 Reference taken via phone by volunteer or staff              

                                                                                   Volunteer or staff name Date 
Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 

Bonnie Thompson 
Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525 

Home: 708-354-4920 Fax: 708-354-5350 
Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
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U. S. Department of State Regulation – Exchange Vis itor Program 
Sec.  62.25  Secondary school students 

(a) Introduction.  This section governs Department of State designated exchange visitor programs under which foreign national secondary 
school students are afforded the opportunity for up to one year of study in a United States accredited public or private secondary school, while 
living with an American host family or residing at an accredited U.S. boarding school. 

(b) Program sponsor eligibility . Eligibility for designation as a secondary school student exchange visitor program sponsor is limited to 
organizations: 

(1) With tax-exempt status as conferred by the Internal Revenue Service pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; 
and 
(2) Which are United States citizens as such terms are defined in  

(c) Program eligibility.  Secondary school student exchange visitor programs designated by the Department of State must: 
(1) Require all participants to be enrolled and participating in a full course of study at an accredited educational institution; 
(2) Allow entry of participants for not less than one academic semester (or quarter equivalency) nor more than two academic 
semesters (or quarter equivalency) duration; and 
(3) Be conducted on a U.S. academic calendar year basis, except for students from countries whose academic year is opposite that of 
the United States. Exchange students may begin in the second semester of a U.S. academic year if specifically permitted to do so, in 
writing, by the school in which the exchange visitor is enrolled. Both the host family and school must be notified prior to the exchange 
student's arrival in the United States that the placement is for either an academic semester or year, or calendar year program. 

(d) Program administration.  Sponsors must ensure that all officers, employees, representatives, agents, and volunteers acting on their behalf: 
(1) Are adequately trained and supervised and that any such person in direct personal contact with exchange students has been 
vetted through a criminal background check ; 
(2) Make no student placement beyond 120 miles of the home of a local organizational representative authorized to act on the 
sponsor's behalf in both routine and emergency matters arising from an exchange student's participation in the exchange visitor 
program; 
(3) Ensure that no organizational representative act as both host family and area supervisor for any exchange student participant; 
(4) Maintain, at minimum, a monthly schedule of personal contact with the student and host family, and ensure that the school has 
contact information for the local organizational representative and the program sponsor's main office; and 
(5) Adhere to all regulatory provisions set forth in this Part and all additional terms and conditions governing program administration 
that the Department may from time to time impose. 

(e) Student selection.  In addition to satisfying the requirements of Sec.  62.10(a), sponsors must ensure that all participants in a designated 
secondary school student exchange visitor program: 

(1) Are secondary school students in their home country who have not completed more than eleven years of primary and secondary 
study, exclusive of kindergarten; or are at least 15 years of age but not more than 18 years and six months of age as of the program 
start date; 
(2) Demonstrate maturity, good character, and scholastic aptitude; and 
(3) Have not previously participated in an academic year or semester secondary school student exchange program in the United 
States or attended school in the United States in either F-1 or J-1 visa status. 

(f) Student enrollment. 
(1) Sponsors must secure prior written acceptance for the enrollment of any exchange student participant in a United States public or 
private secondary school Such prior acceptance must: 

(i) Be secured from the school principal or other authorized school administrator of the school or school system that the 
exchange student participant will attend; and 
(ii) Include written arrangements concerning the payment of tuition or waiver thereof if applicable. 

(2) Under no circumstance may a sponsor facilitate the entry into the United States of an exchange student for whom a written school 
placement has not been secured. 
(3) Sponsors must maintain copies of all written acceptances and make such documents available for Department of State inspection 
upon request. 
(4) Sponsors must provide the school with a translated “written English language summary” of the exchange student's complete 
academic course work prior to commencement of school, in addition to any additional documents the school may require. Sponsors 
must inform the prospective host school of any student who has completed secondary school in his/her home country. 
(5) Sponsors may not facilitate the enrollment of more than five exchange students in one school unless the school itself has 
requested, in writing, the placement of more than five students. 
(6) Upon issuance of Form DS-2019 to a prospective participant, the sponsor accepts full responsibility for placing the student, except 
in cases of voluntary student withdraw or visa denial. 

(g) Student orientation.  In addition to the orientation requirements set forth at Sec.  62.10, all sponsors must provide exchange students, prior 
to their departure from the home country, with the following information: 

(1) A summary of all operating procedures, rules, and regulations governing student participation in the exchange visitor program 
along with a detailed summary of travel arrangements; 
(2) Age and language appropriate information on how to identify and report sexual abuse or exploitation; 
(3) A detailed profile of the host family in which the exchange student is placed. The profile must state whether the host family is either 
a permanent placement or a temporary arrival family; 
(4) A detailed profile of the school and community in which the exchange student is placed; and 
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(5) An identification card, which lists the exchange student's name, United States host family placement address and telephone 
number, and a telephone number which affords immediate contact with both the program sponsor, the program sponsor's 
organizational representative, and Department of State in case of emergency. Such cards may be provided in advance of home 
country departure or immediately upon entry into the United States. 

(h) Student extra-curricular activities.  Exchange students may participate in school sanctioned and sponsored extra-curricular activities, 
including athletics, if such participation is: 

(1) Authorized by the local school district in which the student is enrolled; and 
(2) Authorized by the State authority responsible for determination of athletic eligibility, if applicable. 

(i) Student employment.  Exchange students may not be employed on either a full or part-time basis but may accept sporadic or intermittent 
employment such as babysitting or yard work. 

(j) Host family selection. Sponsors must adequately screen and select all potential host families and at a minimum must: 
(1) Provide potential host families with a detailed summary of the exchange visitor program and the parameters of their participation, 
duties, and obligations; 
(2) Utilize a standard application form that must be signed and dated by all potential host family applicants which provides a detailed 
summary and profile of the host family, the physical home environment, family composition, and community environment. Exchange 
students are not permitted to reside with relatives. 
(3) Conduct an in-person interview with all family members residing in the home; 
(4) Ensure that the host family is capable of providing a comfortable and nurturing home environment; 
(5) Ensure that the host family has a good reputation and character by securing two personal references for each host family from the 
school or community, attesting to the host family's good reputation and character; 
(6) Ensure that the host family has adequate financial resources to undertake hosting obligations; 
(7) Verify that each member of the host family household eighteen years of age and older has undergone a criminal background 
check; and 
(8) Maintain a record of all documentation, including but not limited to application forms, background checks, evaluations, and 
interviews, for all selected host families for a period of three years. 

(k) Host family orientation.  In addition to the orientation requirements set forth in Sec. 62.10, sponsors must: 
(1) Inform all host families of the philosophy, rules, and regulations governing the sponsor's exchange visitor program; 
(2) Provide all selected host families with a copy of Department of State-promulgated Exchange Visitor Program regulations; and 
(3) Advise all selected host families of strategies for cross-cultural interaction and conduct workshops which will familiarize the host 
family with cultural differences and practices. 

(l) Host family placement. 
(1) Sponsors must secure, prior to the student's departure from his or her home country, a permanent or arrival host family placement 
for each exchange student participant. Sponsors may not: 

(i) Facilitate the entry into the United States for an exchange student for whom a host family placement has not been 
secured; 
(ii) Place more than one exchange student with a host family without the express prior written consent of the Department of 
State. Under no circumstance may more than two exchange students may be placed with one host family. 

(2) Sponsors must advise both the exchange student and host family, in writing, of the respective family compositions and 
backgrounds of each, whether the host family placement is a permanent or temporary placement, and facilitate and encourage the 
exchange of correspondence between the two prior to the student's departure from the home country. 
(3) In the event of unforeseen circumstances which necessitate a change of host family placement, the sponsor must document the 
reason(s) necessitating such change and provide the Department of State with an annual statistical summary reflecting the number 
and reason(s) for such change in host family placement in the program's annual report. 

(m) Reporting requirements.  Along with the annual report required by regulations set forth at Sec.  62.15, sponsors must file with the 
Department of State the following information: 

(1) Sponsors must immediately report to the Department any incident or allegation involving the actual or alleged sexual exploitation 
or abuse of an exchange student participant. Sponsors must also report such allegations as required by local or state statute or 
regulation. Failure to report such incidents to the Department and, as required by state law or regulation, to local law enforcement 
authorities shall be grounds for the summary suspension and termination of the sponsor's Exchange Visitor Program designation. 
(2) A summation of all situations which resulted in the placement of exchange student participants with more than one host family or 
school placement; and 
(3) Provide a report of all final academic year and semester program participant placements by August 31 for the upcoming academic 
year or January 15 for the Spring semester and calendar year. The report must provide at a minimum, the exchange visitor student's 
full name, Form DS-2019 number (SEVIS ID ), host family placement (current U.S. address), and school (site of activity) address. 
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AFS-USA Mission Statement 

 
AFS-USA works toward a more just and peaceful world 

by providing international and intercultural learning experiences 
to individuals, families, schools, and communities 

through a global volunteer partnership. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form to your local AFS volunteer . 
Bonnie Thompson 

Host Family Applications Specialist 
321 S. 8th Ave. 

LaGrange, IL 60525 
Home: 708-354-4920  
Fax: 708-354-5350 

Bonnie.thompson@ameritech.net 
 
 
 


